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LOGLINE

A lyrical, modern folktale of an aging widower who is numbed by loss and marking time
until the end — until one day he encounters a mermaid who re-awakens his old sense of
adventure.

SY-NOPSIS

River Maid is a lyrical modern folktale set in Virginia's Shenandoah Valley. Told 4
entirely without dialogue, it follows The Man, an aging widower whose encounter
with a mysterious river creature rekindles a sense of wonder he thought he’d

long lost.

The Man lives alone in a remote, decrepit cabin, going through the motions of a

life that has long since settled into routine. Each night, he heats a can of soup on
the stove. Each morning, he drives to the river before dawn to fish. He never
seems to catch anything, and he doesn’'t seem to care.

That routine is interrupted one day when through the mist rising from the water,
he glimpses a distant figure. The creature turns, sensing his presence. Her eyes
flash in the darkness, and then she is gone, vanishing beneath the surface with

a splash and the flick of a tail.

As the sightings continue in the days that follow, The Man’s old curiosity begins

to reawaken. He finds himself drawn to the library of his youth, where he combs
through dusty books, local maps, newspaper clippings, and forgotten folklore in search of answers. Eventually, he discovers
the account of another fisherman who encountered a river maid centuries before. The man learned how to lure the creature

from the water, but paid a terrible price for his fascination.

The woodcut illustrations accompanying the story reveal a troubling detail: the
poisoned barbs on the river maid’s tail look eerily familiar. The Man knows where
this path may lead, yet for the first time in years he finds himself unable to turn
away. Instead, he makes his preparations and returns to the river. There, his
final encounter with the river maid proves far different than either the old stories

or The Man himself expected.

Blending Appalachian folklore with the natural beauty of the Shenandoah Valley,

River Maid is a quiet story about grief, curiosity, and the unexpected ways wonder can return to our lives.

© 2026 Mirandum Pictures - colin@mirandumpictures.com - www.mirandumpictures.com/rivermaid
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

When we think about fairy tales, we tend to think of stories that happened long ago, in places far away. But the tales of knights
and fairies we think of as ancient didn’t start off that way. They were the ghost stories and urban legends of their own time and
place, and only became what we know now after generations of retelling. Many have since been absorbed by large
corporations and sold back to us as intellectual property and merchandising, which further strips them of their role as living,

breathing pieces of culture.
| believe we've lost something essential because of this.

We deserve our own fairy tales: stories that live in our landscapes and speak to our experiences. Stories that truly belong to
us; that we tell to each other, re-invent and pass down as part of our heritage.

River Maid grows out of that belief. In Appalachian culture, the supernatural has never felt separate from everyday life. Yarns

and tall tales are how we explain the unexplainable, preserve our memories, and survive what would otherwise crush us.

| wanted to create a fantasy film that my friends and neighbors would recognize. One that they would feel seen by, and that

could only come from this magnificent, weird, deeply haunted place — while still speaking to something universal.
In that way, River Maid is a folk tale in the truest sense | know.

— Colin J. Mason, Writer/Director

© 2026 Mirandum Pictures - colin@mirandumpictures.com - www.mirandumpictures.com/rivermaid



RIVER MAID

KEY CREDITS

Colin J. Mason

Colin J. Mason, Steve Nerangis, Mike Powell, Parson Brown
Jacob Schwartz

Niccolo Hilgendorf

Colin J. Mason

Jeremiah Mason

Rachel England

Ben Hatke

Wooly Pixel

Colin J. Mason
Steve Nerangis
Mike Powell
Parson Brown
John C. Petrolino
Jessica Siegert

Jacob Schwartz

Cornell D. Hills as THE MAN

Luz de Luna Duran as THE RIVER MAID
Mary Kay Ager as THE WIFE

Barry Lee as MAN ON RADIO
Stephanie Tash as WOMAN ON RADIO

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

4K Digital
16:9

No Dialogue
United States
2026

16 minutes

Mirandum Pictures / Varla Dogwood Films

FESTIVAL HISTORY

Dances With Films

FirstGlance Film Festival
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THE FILMMAKERS

Colin J. Mason

Writer / Director

Colin J. Mason is a writer and director with over 20 years of experience in both narrative and documentary
filmmaking, with credits spanning 17 countries across 5 continents. His short films have screened at
festivals worldwide, including Telluride Horror Show and Dances With Films, and have earned awards for
directing, editing, and sound design. Drawing on his professional background in visual storytelling and his
personal connection to the Shenandoah River, Colin brings both the technical discipline and the lived
experience that River Maid requires: a film that combines lyrical visual poetry with the logistical challenges
of practical effects and location shooting.

Mike Powell

Producer / Creative Consultant

Mike is the co-founder with Colin Mason of Mirandum Pictures. In the 20 years of the company, he has
served as writer, director or producer on over three dozen commercial and narrative projects. The writer of
The Custodian, Mike returns to the world of that film as a creative consultant and producer for River Maid.

Steve Nerangis

Producer

Steve is the co-owner of the Alamo Drafthouse in Winchester, VA, as well as a partner at Varla Dogwood
Films, and has built a career championing independent cinema while guiding projects from concept to
completion.

John Petrolino
Producer / Legal Affairs

John Petrolino serves as Producer and Legal Affairs for Varla Dogwood Films. An attorney with more than
two decades of experience in corporate, healthcare, and pharmaceutical law, he brings extensive
expertise in contracts, regulatory compliance, rights management, and business strategy. His legal and
operational guidance helps productions navigate complex challenges while providing a strong foundation
for creative work to thrive.

Jacob Schwartz
Director of Photography

Jacob, who also leads Wooly Pixel (the VFX team behind The Custodian), brings both a strong
background in natural-light cinematography and deep expertise in special effects — his team’s work
includes major studio productions such as Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 and the latest Superman. He
thrives in unpredictable environments, making him the ideal collaborator as we shape a visual language
that is both painterly and visceral.
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Ben Hatke
Puppetry & Design / Title Art
Ben Hatke, a New York Times bestselling graphic novelist best known for his Zita the Spacegirl series,

contributes decades of practical puppetry experience to the film’s practical effects, in addition to creating
the original title sequence and book artwork for the project.

Parson Brown

Producer

Parson’s credits include Naked and Afraid and Appalachian Outlaws as well as narrative features like

Chicago Overcoat, and he adds a rare combination of art-department expertise and production know-how.

Luz de Luna Duran
The River Maid

Originally from the Bolivian Andes, Luna has more than 17 years of experience in ritual body art and
movement-based performance. Because the river maid never speaks, her background in expressive,
physical storytelling is essential, as are her stamina, training, and comfort with prosthetics and special-
effects makeup. She brings a perspective rooted in Indigenous Andean culture, adding the dimension of
that spirituality to her depiction of an ancient spirit of the Shenandoah — a word which in the Algonquian
language means “daughter of the stars.”

Cornell D. Hills
The Man

Cornell D. Hills is a veteran actor whose career spans film, television, and stage. His screen credits
include HBO’s We Own This City and the feature film Command. Known for his commanding screen
presence and naturalistic performances, Hills has spent decades bringing depth and authenticity to a wide
range of roles. He lives and works in the Baltimore area and appears as The Man in River Maid.
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FILMSTILLS

CONTACT

Colin J. Mason

Writer / Director - Mirandum Pictures

colin@mirandumpictures.com

www.mirandumpictures.com/rivermaid

Press materials, high-resolution stills, and screener available upon request.
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